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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 
 

 
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(in %) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200532: 

Nutrition Support 

for Children and 

Women 

July 2013–

June 2016 
2,160,281 

 

195,839,523 

 

94,651,783 48% 

 

                                                            

13.9 million 

 

Switzerland, 

Russia,  

UN CERF, 

Republic of 

Korea, Australia 

*January - June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance 

Since 1995, WFP has provided over 4.6 million metric tons of food assistance to vulnerable people in the DPRK. 
This assistance has played a significant role in moderating hunger and malnutrition within the country. The 
original objective was to broadly address under-nutrition for a large portion of the population. In recent years, 
WFP has transitioned its assistance to focusing more on addressing the nutrition gap among children, pregnant 
women and nursing mothers. WFP has consequently curtailed the distribution of bulk cereals and now primarily 
distributes specialised foods fortified with micronutrients. Local production of fortified blended cereals and 
biscuits continues to be a central feature of the operation, bringing significant cost savings.  

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO), “Nutrition Support for Children and Women”, is a 
reflection of WFP’s re-focused approach. The original plan was to assist 2.4 million women and children through 
a two-year, USD 200 million operation. However, due to persistent underfunding, the programme was scaled 
down to target 1.8 million women and children—excluding over half a million primary school-aged children. 

Another budget revision was carried out to extend the PRRO by six months, from 1 July to 31 December 2015, 
with an overall budget increase from USD 138 million to USD 168 million, to target 1.8 million people. The latest 
budget revision was approved in December 2015, enabling the PRRO to be extended for an additional six months 
(1 January to 30 June 2016) with a total budget of USD 196 million. This also increases the commodity 
requirement by 32,255 mt and expands the number of beneficiaries in 2016 by 373,000, to a new total of 2.2 
million people.   
 
WFP also provides assistance through FFCD schemes, which aim to support communities with rebuilding assets 
that are damaged or require rehabilitation.  
 

WFP’s operation contributes to UN Sustainable Development Goal 2, Zero Hunger, and to outcomes of the UN 
Strategic Framework for Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (2011-2015), which was extended to 2016.  

 

 
 

  

 
In support of the DPR Korea (DPRK) government’s efforts to reduce 
hunger, WFP provides assistance to the poorest, most food insecure 
counties in nine provinces. WFP aims to reduce moderate acute and 
chronic malnutrition by providing fortified cereals and biscuits for 
children in nurseries, hospitals, orphanages and primary schools. 
Pregnant women and nursing mothers also receive fortified blended 
cereals, pulses and oil to maintain their nutritional status. These 
micronutrient fortified and easily digestible foods are produced in local 

factories throughout the country. Through Food for Community 
Development (FFCD) project activities, WFP also contributes to 
protecting agricultural land, planting trees, dredging streams and 
repairing irrigation canals, river banks and infrastructure affected by 
floods. In addition, preparing for and responding to natural disasters is 
a part of WFP’s assistance during the March-August lean season.   

WFP has been present in DPR Korea since 1995. 

Grade 1 primary school girl having WFP 

fortified biscuit in the Northern part of 

DPR Korea. Photo © WFP/Rein Skullerud 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP partners with the National Coordinating Committee (NCC) under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to implement 
its food assistance programme. This strong partnership with the NCC facilitates WFP access to the 87 counties 

covered by the operation. WFP robustly upholds the principle of “no access, no assistance”, which is enshrined in 
a Letter of Understanding with the Government. In partnership with the Government, WFP supports eight local 
factories, which produce fortified biscuits and cereal. The Government contributes to the project by providing 
factories, warehouses, staff, electrical power and maintenance. The Government is also responsible for 
transportation of ingredients from ports to factories, and distribution of fortified biscuits and cereal directly to 
nurseries, kindergartens, primary schools and hospitals, or through public distribution centres for pregnant 
women and nursing mothers holding a WFP ration card. Through these activities, the Government makes a 
significant contribution towards the cost of the programme. WFP provides the basic raw materials for fortified 
biscuit and cereal production, cooking mix (iodised salt and baking soda) and micronutrient pre-mix (vitamins 
and minerals) to fortify the food. WFP also supplies packaging materials, spare parts and technical expertise in 
food processing and fortification.  

Partnership possibilities are limited as the DPRK has a small number of resident United Nations agencies and 

international NGOs. WFP co-chairs the food security and agriculture theme group with FAO, and the nutrition 
theme group with UNICEF. UNICEF and WFP coordinate on nutrition interventions by sharing programming 
information and providing inputs for the national nutrition strategy and policy papers. Through the United Nations 
Country Team, WFP contributes to the 2017-2021 UN Strategic Framework for Cooperation between the United 
Nations and DPR Korea. 
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

DPR Korea has experienced widespread food shortages since the 
mid-1990s. Despite efforts to achieve agricultural self-sufficiency, 
the country does not produce enough food to feed its population. 
Production is largely constrained by insufficient arable land, over-

cultivation, scarcity of quality fertilisers and pesticides, low 
mechanisation and low levels of irrigation. These factors leave the 
agricultural system prone to climatic shocks. DPR Korea had a 
global hunger index score of 16.4 in 2014, classified as “serious”. 
Currently, international trade and investment are restricted under 
sanctions imposed by United Nations Security Council resolutions.  
The 2012 National Nutrition Survey confirmed that the nutritional 
status of children had improved since 2009, with chronic 
malnutrition falling from 32.4 to 27.9 percent. The FSA shows that 
there is a modest improvement in stunting in WFP supported 
nurseries, and that diet diversity remains a serious problem for 

households. Nonetheless, WFP’s mid-term review in July 2014 of the ongoing operation revealed that a staggering 
81 percent of the population do not have an acceptable diet in terms of quality and diversity. The population 
consumes 25 percent less protein and 30 percent less fat per person than the amount required for a healthy life. 
One in three children under five years of age, and almost half the children between 12 and 23 months, are 
anaemic. Regional disparities are also significant, with stunting rates nearing 40 percent in some areas of the 
country’s northeast, a level designated as “critical” by WHO. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP provided food assistance to 669,809 people this quarter (62 
percent of planned recipients). Food rations provided were 42 
percent of total entitlements. 

 From October to December, WFP completed six FFCD projects in 
five provinces through the food-for-work approach, consisting of 
tree planting and embankment of riverbeds.  

 In collaboration with the DPRK’s Central Bureau of Statistics, WFP 
undertook a food security and nutrition assessment. Preliminary 
findings were shared with the government and a final report will 
be available in the first quarter 2016.  

 WFP conducted a final review of the PRRO. The findings, along with 
those from the food security and nutrition assessment above, will 
inform the design of the new PRRO, to be launched in July 2016 
and run through to December 2018.  

 A budget revision was approved to extend the PRRO up to end of 

June 2016. The revised project need rose by USD 28 million, 
increasing the overall project needs to USD 196 million. 

 The operation received USD 8.5 million in contributions between 
October and December 2015. The funds were used to procure 
wheat, maize, pulses, vegetable oil, dried skimmed milk and 
sugar. While the ad-hoc confirmation of funds meant a shortage 
in the distribution of blended foods, it will allow WFP to meet 
necessary requirements during the first quarter of 2016.  

 Due to insufficient resources, WFP 
met only 48 percent of 2015’s 
required needs. Existing resources 

allowed the distribution of fortified 
blended cereals and biscuits, but no 
pulses and vegetable oil. Over 
100,000 drought-affected women 
and children in 13 of the 87 planned 
counties were the only ones to 
receive the full food basket 
consisting of fortified blended food, 
pulses and oil. 

 In response to the government’s 
announcement of drought in four 
provinces, WFP planned to include 

MAM treatment as an emergency 
intervention under the CERF joint 
nutrition project with UNICEF. Due 
to institutional obstacles, WFP was 
unable to implement MAM 
treatment, however, WFP continued 
to carry out prevention support in 
the drought-affected counties. 


